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 “Be Bold” 

Update on the 2019 NJ Synod Assembly 

June 6-8, 2019 
 

 

Jill Madden, Janet Shechter, and I had the privilege and 

pleasure of representing Zion at the 32nd Annual NJ 

Synod Assembly.  (Jim Harris was also there in his role 

as NJ Synod Treasurer.)   

 

The theme of this year’s Assembly was “Be bold!”  In 

her report to the Synod, Bishop Tracie Bartholomew 

declared that “being bold” is “our response to the love 

and grace and mercy poured into our lives as disciples 

of Jesus Christ. ‘Be bold’ is what we do together as the 

NJ Synod. We are bold to name the name of Jesus, and 

in that name, to love and serve God’s people. Through 

our congregations, in our daily lives, with partners in 

our communities, we go where Jesus sends us and 

follow where Jesus leads us.” 

 

As Jill, Janet, Jim and I participated in the business 

sessions, attended the workshops, visited the display 

area and talked with people from other congregations, 

we had many opportunities to see what NJ 

congregations are doing together to “be bold” in the 

name of Christ.  Here’s a short summary of news from 

the Synod Assembly: 

• We elected Bishop Bartholomew to serve a 

second six-year term as bishop. 

• We elected teen and adult, lay and clergy, 

representatives to the Synod Council.  

• We approved a Synod spending plan for the 

fiscal year February 2020 – January 2021. 

• We passed a resolution affirming “cheerful, 

asset-based, first fruits, proportionate living and 

giving in all areas of our communal life.” 

• We discussed a proposal to revise the language 

of Synod documents and the gender 

expectations for synod council representation in 

order to be more inclusive of all gender 

identities. 

• We celebrated the success of the Bishop’s 

Cow Challenge – $362,000 raised for ELCA 

World Hunger! 

• We witnessed the ordination of Heidi Link, to 

the Ministry of Word and Sacrament. (Pastor 

Heidi will serve Reformation Lutheran 

Church in Absecon.) 

• We learned about the work of Synod ministry 

teams and ministry partners such as: Cross 

Roads Camp; United Lutheran Seminary; the 

Hunger Task Force; Lutheran Social 

Ministries; the Care of Creation Team; and 

Lutheran/Episcopal Advocacy Ministries. 

• We learned what our synod is doing to:  

strengthen the financial literacy of 

congregations and pastors; cultivate 

congregational vitality; encourage innovative 

collaboration among congregations; and 

assist congregations undergoing intentional 

redevelopment. 

 

It is important to note that the Mission Support 

congregations send to the NJ Synod (half of which is 

forwarded to church-wide to support the work of the 

wider ELCA) is essential in order for our church to 

be a bold presence in the world.  Research is showing 

that individuals throughout the ELCA are giving to 

the church more generously than ever – but with 

fewer individuals participating in the life of the 

church, overall Mission Support is declining.  This 

means we have to be very intentional about our 

ministry priorities as we make challenging  decisions 

about the Synod’s spending plans.  The Synod is very 

grateful for Zion’s consistent commitment to 

providing the full amount of our Mission Support 

Intention every year! Our commitment to the work of 

the wider church enables our church to “be bold” in 

doing God’s work.  In her annual report Bishop 
Bartholomew said that “Our bold witness to the  
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We have a couple of empty spaces in the flower beds in front 
of the church where we have hostas planted.  If you’re 
separating your hostas this year and have 4-6 to spare we 
would love to have them – any size, shape or color welcome!  
And if anyone would like some purple iris we can offer you 
some! The iris in the Marucci Garden are doing so well that 
they need to be thinned out and separated this summer.  
(This will be in August and the tubers will be packaged and 
put in the narthex for people to take home.)  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

AMERICAN RED CROSS   

 

Monday, July 15th   
(2pm – 7pm) 

 

To schedule an appointment: 
Call 1-800-733-2767 or visit  
redcrossblood.org and enter  
sponsor code: zionlutheran  

 
 

 
 

 
Pet Food and Food Banks 

A message from Winston  
 

Did you know that you can’t use Food Stamps to buy 
pet food?  And most food banks don’t have pet food 
on their shelves! That makes it hard for struggling 
families to feed their pets.  But you can help by 
donating pet food to the local food pantry at the 
Moravian Church. The kind humans that volunteer 
there will make sure the food is made available to 
the families that need it. You can put your pet food 
donations in the shopping cart we have in the 
atrium. If you’re a pet lover, then you know how 
important this is! Thanks for helping my furry 
friends.  

   Winston 

 
  
The Bishop’s Cow Challenge for World 

 

Fourth Tuesday Bible Study 
 

The next meeting of monthly bible study is on 
Tuesday, June 25.  The topic is “Susanna’s Choice.”  
All are welcome to come and join in conversation 
about the story of Susanna.  The group meets from 
12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. in the Gathering Room.  Bring 
your lunch, your bible and your curiosity.  And if you 
have time, read the book of Susanna beforehand.  
(It’s not long – and if you’re wondering where it is, 
it’s in the Apocrypha section of the Bible.) Please 
note there will be NO bible study in the month of 
July! We will resume on Tuesday, August 27.  
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Twenty-Five Years and Counting! 
 
I remember my first days in the office, sitting with 
Wilma, taking notes, and trying to absorb all that I could 
as she explained the job of a church secretary. Sitting 
there taking it all in, I knew that Wilma Boileau’s shoes 
were going to be big shoes to fill! That was way back in 
1994. 
 
A lot has happened since then. The office machines are 
now equipped to handle our needs without the worry 
of breaking down in the middle of a job. We no longer 
need to cut and paste and then spread the pages across 
tables in Miller Hall to complete the weekly bulletins, 
annual reports or the monthly newsletters. We can 
now even print pages in full color! We’ve come a long 
way!  
 
I have been blessed over the years with a dedicated 
group of volunteers who have been willing to come in 
each week to help get the office jobs done. The faces 
have changed, but not their spirit of volunteerism. The 
camaraderie we share, and the memories made can 
never be replaced by machines. Thursdays are 
workdays but also fun days in the office, and I wouldn’t 
want it any other way.   
 
But the office is not the only place blessed with 
dedicated volunteers. The work of Zion Lutheran 
Church continues because of many dedicated 
volunteers. The Thursday Crew, as they were 
affectionately called were here every week for many 
years taking care of the building maintenance tasks.  
Although the Thursday group is no longer active, the 
property is still maintained, for the most part because 
of volunteers. The music program continues to thrive,  
not because of paid staff, but rather a dedicated group 
of individuals who devote their time and talents each 
week to our worship services. And we can’t stop there, 
because we can’t forget the altar guild, the council 
committees and the members who keep the Sunday 
School alive, the VBS going each year, the Friendship 
events, and the Social Ministry outreach, the list goes 
on and on.  The mission of Zion Lutheran Church 
continues, because WE are all working together to 
make it happen!   

 
The celebration on March 24th was a beautiful 
celebration of my twenty-five years at Zion. What a 
blessing it was to share that day with so many from 
the Zion family along with my husband and children 
and granddaughters. I will cherish the pictures, the 
videos and memories of that day forever. I am still 
overwhelmed by the love, the stories, the hugs, and 
the gifts that were shared that day. My heart is 
forever full.  
 
We have certainly shared a lot in twenty-five years, 
both joys and sorrows. We’ve lost friends and gained 
new friends. We’ve seen pastors come and go, as 
they moved away or moved on to other things. And 
while I am not quite there yet, the day will come 
when I too, say good-bye to Zion. Some of you 
jokingly say that the church will not make it if I leave! 
But of course it will!  The church will continue to 
share, and care and grow because of God’s love in 
this place. So thank you Zion, for being you! Thank 
you, Pastor Kathleen, for being you. I know more 
than anyone how much thought and love you put 
into everything that you do, and it’s so rewarding to 
witness.  This church was started nearly 160 years 
ago and is still alive and well. You’ve got this Zion! 
Here’s to many more years of caring, sharing and 
growing!  
 
Blessings and peace to all, 
Nancy H.  
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The Bishop’s Cow Challenge for World 
Hunger 

 
The final total for our contribution to the Bishop’s 
Cow Challenge is $1,841.20!  That’s $1,000 more 
than we raised for World Hunger last year – so we 
raised twice what we were challenged to raise!  Our 
money has been sent to the NJ Synod where it will be 
combined with the funds raised by all the other NJ 
Synod churches and then sent to help alleviate 
hunger all over the United States and throughout the 
world.   Thank you to everyone who contributed!   
And thank you to Megan Kelley who used her 
creative talents to paint our cow!  If you’re 
wondering about our cow’s purple hair and purple 
spots – that’s a reminder that we strive to be a purple 
church where people from all places on the political 
spectrum come together to worship, learn, serve 
God’s world, and share Christian fellowship! 
 
******************************************

*UPDATE: 

 
 

Our cow made the trip to the NJ Synod 
Assembly with Pastor Kathleen, Jill Madden 

and Janet Shechter! 
 

The Bishop’s Cow Challenge was a special project 
to: 

• Raise money for ELCA World Hunger  

• Raise awareness about the issue of world 
hunger  

Results: 

• 130 of the 160 congregations in the NJ 
Synod participated – 33 for the first time!  

• More than 50% of the churches who have 
raised money for World Hunger in the 
past surpassed their previous giving – 
including Zion!  

• Total money raised was $362,000. 

• The money raised will provide people all 
over the world with: 

o Cows, oxen, chickens, pigs, and 
honeybees 

o Farm tools 
o Seeds 
o Medical supplies 
o Latrines 
o Wells  

Thank you, Zion, for accepting the challenge and 
helping to raise money for such a worthy cause!  
 

 
 

COFFEE HOUR HELPERS NEEDED!  

 
Volunteers are needed to help get the 
coffee brewing on Sunday mornings! It’s 
easy to do:  

1. Plug in the coffee pots – they need 
to heat for about 30 minutes 

2. Insert the pre-filled filters  
3. Fill the pitcher with water and then 

pour into the coffee maker 
If we do not have someone signed up to 
bring refreshments – please check the 
freezer! We always have goodies ready to 
go in there! Volunteers are welcome to sign 
up to host a coffee hour at any time! Check 
the sign-up sheet in the kitchen!  
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   2019 INCOME   2019 EXPENSES   DIFFERENCE  

   This Month   YTD   This Month   YTD   YTD  

Current  $           12,251.45   $      69,667.81   $           10,665.98   $      64,439.76   $        5,228.05  

Restricted  $             1,289.90   $             3,489.70   $                   59.20   $             3,523.13    

Building Fund  $                626.00   $             3,456.25   $             2,216.13   $             2,882.68    

Total  $           14,167.35   $           76,613.76   $           12,941.31   $           70,845.57    

            

   2018 INCOME   2018 EXPENSES   DIFFERENCE  

   This Month   YTD   This Month   YTD   YTD  

Current  $           11,426.09   $      68,098.90   $           12,499.61   $      64,884.41   $        3,214.49  

Restricted  $                747.00   $             4,997.47   $                375.00   $             5,440.42    

Building Fund  $                552.00   $             2,275.00     $                 (60.92)   

Total  $           12,725.09   $           75,371.37   $           12,874.61   $           70,263.91    

      

REMARKS:      

This report will appear in Heartbeats each issue.    
Current Income is money received from Envelopes, Plate, Flowers, Sunday School, and money not designated for a 
specific purpose. 
Restricted Income includes all money received and designated for a specific 
purpose.   

The YTD Difference column shows whether we have spent more or less than we have received for current expenses. 

      
FOR 2019, OUR CURRENT YTD INCOME HAS EXCEEDED OUR CURRENT YTD EXPENSES BY 
$5,228.05.  

 
Did you know you Zion Lutheran Church is an eligible charity at Amazon SMILE? 

 
Turn your shopping into a force for good! Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. 
 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. 
 

Support Zion by starting your shopping at smile.amazon 
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Yes, the communion wine 
does taste different! 

 
 

On Sunday, May 5th, we began serving a 
Valanzano Sweet Cab for communion. The 
Worship and Music Committee decided that since 
EHC is surrounded by vineyards it made sense to 
give our business to a local winery. The 
Committee met in January at the parsonage for 
supper and a wine tasting and they chose the 
Valanzano Sweet Cab as the closest to the 
Manischewitz that we were using.   And yes, even 
if it’s closest in taste, it’s still noticeably less sweet 
than the Manischewitz…but the Committee hopes 
the less sweet taste of the wine is offset by the 
sweetness of knowing that we’re buying local! 
 

(continued from first page)  

gospel means that lives are changed, and communities 

transformed.  Sharing the love and grace of Jesus 

Christ means we stand our ground in places of poverty 

and violence – places where we find God already at 

work. Boldly living our faith means congregations dare 

to do things differently to reach new populations with a 

message of radical welcome. Being bold means we 

listen to those who cry out for justice and raise our 

voices together to affect change. A bold witness to the 

gospel means we gather for worship regularly and often 

to hear the old, old story in new and innovative ways. 

Boldly living our faith means we are generous, not as a 

transaction from which we benefit, but because we are 

disciples of a generous God. Being bold in the face of 

fear and uncertainty means we trust the one who 

promises to always be with us.” 

 

May God grace you with energy, creativity and courage 

to be bold in the living out your faith! 

Pastor Kathleen   
 

Please check the ELCA bulletin board by the Patio Room  

for additional information about the Assembly and  

the work of the NJ Synod! 

 

 

A Note from Jill Madden about the  

2019 NJ Synod Assembly 

 
Pastor Kathleen has shared information about what 

was done at this year’s Synod Assembly.  I’d like to 

share something about the fellowship aspect of 

being a representative. 

 

There is nothing like being in a room with 400+ 

people all saying “We believe…”  and “Our Father, 

who is in Heaven…” or witnessing the laying on of 

hands of a newly ordained pastor. There are also 

many opportunities between sessions to engage 

with people you haven’t met, to  hear their stories 

or opinions, and to share yours.  There are display 

tables to examine and hear about what groups are 

doing, learn something new, and learn of 

opportunities.  (For instance, DUCKS – ask me 

about ducks!) There is a feeling of exhilaration 

and accomplishment when the final prayers are 

said, and we all go our separate ways. 

 

I have had the opportunity and privilege of 

representing you, Zion of Egg Harbor City, for 

two years, and I would encourage you to consider 

volunteering to take on this important roll next 

year. 
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CJ Gonzalez, Pastor Kathleen, Adam 

Bailey, Shaun Howey and Christian 

Schairer pictured here on Confirmation 

Day, June 9, 2019.  Please continue to 

keep these four young men in your 

prayers for continued blessings upon 

them in their faith journey. Following 

the service a celebration was held in 

Miller Hall in their honor.  

 

 
 

Please contact Linda Stewart to 

volunteer or for more info: 

Call or text (609)377-4443  
 

VBS MEETING! 
Thursday, June 27th  

6:30 p.m.  
Come find out where you can help!  
We need group leaders and helpers!  

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: There is a display in the 

narthex with post its! Take one (or more) 

and bring your purchase(s) back to the 

church!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Painting Day!  

Saturday, June 29th  
We have the paint and the tools! 

WE JUST NEED YOU!  
Contact Jodi Cahalan if you plan to help!  
We want to have enough food for our workers!  

call or text (516-728-1962)  
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REGISTRATION FORM 

Child 1:  Birthdate:  

Grade 

(in 

September):  

Child 2:  Birthdate:  

Grade 

(in 

September):  

Child 3:  Birthdate:  

Grade 

(in 

September):  

Child 4:  Birthdate:  

Grade 

(in 

September):  

Parent/Guardian:  

Phone:  Email:  

Street Address:  

City:  State:  Zip:  

Name of Home Church:  

 

YES (I 

do)  

NO (I do not) give permission for my child’s photo to be 

published. 

Allergies or other medical conditions:  

  

Emergency Contact:  Phone:  

Vacation Bible School 2019 

Monday, July 8 through Friday, July 12    6:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

Preschool through Grade 6 
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Relationship to child:  

 
 
 
 

  
 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.zionlutheranchurch.us 

Zion Lutheran Church  
312 Philadelphia Avenue 
Egg Harbor City, NJ 08215 
(609) 965-1813 
email: zionlutheranchurchehc@gmail.com  

 
Vacation Bible School! 
July 8 - July 12, 2019 

6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
REGISTER NOW!  

See the form in this issue!  

mailto:zionlutheranchurchehc@gmail.com

