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HEARTBEATS 
T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  Z I O N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H   

I recently read an article called “The Purple Church.” It 
was written by a Presbyterian pastor/church 
consultant named John Wimberly.  Pastor Wimberly 
uses the phrase “Purple Church” to describe churches 
that welcome and value diversity.   
 

Purple represents the blending of red and blue.  Here 
in the United States, our two most prominent political 
parties use red and blue in their branding.  Groups that 
are trying to build bridges across the red/blue divide 
have begun using purple to represent their efforts to 
welcome, value, and incorporate a variety of 
viewpoints into their work.  Pastor Wimberly says that 
in Purple Church congregations, “people who are 
politically conservative, progressive, and centrist 
come to worship God, deepen their spirituality, and 
work together to create a more peaceful, just, 
compassionate world.”1  
 

But as Pastor Wimberly works with these 
congregations he finds himself asking them, “Why do 
you talk so quietly about your purple nature? Why not 
proclaim it from the rooftops?”  He is sure that we 
need Purple Churches in order for Christianity to 
attract younger generations. That’s because 
Millennials and Gen-Xers: “value and enjoy diversity”; 
“identify as independents” (44%); think that “a 
diverse, heterogenous congregational identity” is a 
good thing to strive for; and don’t want their church 
to be politically partisan.  
 

I think being relevant to the next generation is a good 
reason for striving to be a Purple Church. But more 
importantly, I believe the gospel calls us to be a Purple 
Church.  Shouldn’t churches, of all places, see diversity 
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as a good thing?  Genesis tells us that God does.  
Shouldn’t churches, of all places, value setting 
differences aside in the interest of doing God’s work?  
Or – even better, and even harder – express, explore, 
understand and respect differences?    Shouldn’t 
churches be places where people gather so that the 
Holy Spirit can empower them to be the body of Christ 
in a way that embraces differences, offers healing 
where differences have caused hurt, and shares God’s 
love without distinction? 
 

Being a Purple Church is hard work. Seeing the world 
in terms of “us” and “them” seems to come naturally 
to human beings.  But it’s Lent – the season the church 
has already branded with purple!  For the church, 
liturgical purple represents repentance and solemnity.  
Lent is a solemn time of repentance because we 
remember how humanity rejected what God was 
doing through a Messiah who made no distinctions 
when it came to who he taught, healed, rebuked, 
dined with, or died for.  And you don’t have to know 
much church history to know how every strain of 
Christianity has struggled over the centuries to be true 
to Christ’s vision for the church on earth.    
 

But it’s Lent – the purple season…  and perhaps our 
Lenten purple could also represent our efforts to let 
God turn us into the kind of purple people, the kind of 
Purple Church, Christ would love us to be? 
 
May you have a very purple Lent! 
Pastor Kathleen 
<>< 
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This is our first newsletter of the new year and even 
though we’re already entering the season of Lent we 
want to thank to everyone who helped to make our 
Advent and Christmas worship services lovely and 
faith-filled.  Thank you to our:  Advent wreath prayer 
leaders; scripture readers; office helpers; 
instrumentalists; singers; decorators; Altar Guild 
members; and ushers. And thank you to everyone who 
helped us serve cookies and hot chocolate to the 
community at the Egg Harbor City Christmas parade – 
it was a fun time for all! 
 
Thank you to Mark Winterbottom who made our Cow 
Challenge wooden cow – she’s so cute! 
 
And we are grateful for the time given by Champ 
Kaluhiokalani, Jim Harris and some folks who wish to 
remain anonymous, for their help with special building 
projects.  These projects include taking care of Zion’s 
emergency lights and exits signs; internet 
troubleshooting; and installing a security camera 
monitor in the narthex.  
 
Thank you all for everything that you do! We really do 
appreciate YOU!  
 
 
 

 

The Bishop’s Cow Challenge:   
Changing the World One Cow at A Time 

 

Zion did!  We met the Bishop’s challenge to raise $500 
more for ELCA World Hunger than we did in 2018.  Our 
goal was $1,300 and so far, we have raised $1,457.   
The Sunday School is still collecting money for this 
project so the total will increase! And of course, 
contributions from anyone are welcome! The 
challenge continues through Sunday, May 19th! 
 
As you can see our cow is here and ready to decorate! 
Every congregation that have met the challenge will 
bring their decorated cow to the Synod Assembly in 
June.  One of the ideas we have heard is to paint the 
cow and include a verse from scripture. What ideas do 
you have? What do you think the Zion cow should look 
like? Are you willing to take on the task of coordinating 
this project and having it complete before the Synod 
Assembly in June? Please let us know!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Promise of Atlantic County is holding an Art Auction and Wine Pull on 

Saturday, April 6that the Scullville Firehouse beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Tickets are 
$15.00 each.  The price includes beer and wine, hors d’oeuvres, desert and 
coffee.  At the event you can also purchase a ticket that will entitle you to “pull a 
cork” that matches a bottle of wine.  The auction will feature art in all media and 
price ranges.   All proceeds will benefit FPAC. Please contact Pastor Kathleen for 
tickets (201-317-8578) (pastor_kathleen@harris.net) or see Nancy in the church 
office!  
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A big welcome to the newest members of our Zion 
church family! Cheryl Farley and Matthew Klewin 
who joined the church on Sunday, February 3.  
We’re glad you are here!  

 
 
We appreciate all of you who directed your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Zion Lutheran 
Church.  
 

Eligible Thrivent members can recommend 
where Thrivent distributes some of its 
charitable grant funds, including Zion!  
 

If you want to learn more, please visit 
https://www.thrivent.com/choicedollars to 
find helpful information about the program, 
including whether you are eligible to direct 
Choice Dollars and, if so, the number of dollars 
available for you to direct.  
 
 

Big Thanks for all Zions’  
support for the Ziti Dinner 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
Zion members who helped make the Ziti dinner a huge 
success. The amount of support you showed before, 
during, and after the dinner was absolutely amazing. 
The generosity of money, time, and effort showed me 
yet again the amount of spirit and heart that flows 
through the people of Zion. God is truly working 
through our congregation.  
 

While I was, at first, disappointed because of the lack 
of turnout of government workers, by the end of the 
weekend I realized that it was not my plan at work but 
Gods. The amount of outpouring support from the 
area restaurants that supported this event was 
amazing. We had a total of 14 pans of ziti which were 
not wasted. We were able to help the AC Rescue 
Mission, all three support homes of Stop the Heroin, 
and many different families in need. NO FOOD WAS 
WASTED!  
 

I cannot tell you how much I was moved by the whole 
process of this event.  Throughout the event, from 
beginning to end, Zion’s congregation was beautifully 
generous. Again, thank you from the bottom of my 
heart.  
 

Sincerely,  
Lisa Denelsbeck  
 

 
 
 
 

    
  

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN  
BECOMING A MEMBER OF ZION?  

 
Please join Pastor Kathleen for two informational 

sessions. Each session should last about an hour and 
will be held immediately after the late service! 

 

Sunday, April 7th – Living Baptism  
Sunday, April 14th – Living Lutheran 

 
 

https://www.thrivent.com/choicedollars
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Palm Sunday, April 14th – 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 18th – 7:00 p.m. 
 

** Good Friday Community Service, April 19th - 12pm-3pm 

Zion’s Good Friday Tenebrae Service – 7:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 21st – 6:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 
** Community Good Friday will be held at St. Paul’s CME Church , 1410 Fairmount Ave., EHC 

 

 

Thursday Evenings during Lent 
 

POTLUCK SUPPER 
6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. 

 
LENTEN PROGRAM  

6:45 – 8:00 p.m. 
Our topic is PRAYER  

 
All are welcome to join us in the  

Gathering Room on the following dates:  
March 14 
March 21 
March 28 
April 4 
April 11 

 
No signups are needed!  

Please bring a food dish to share!  
 
 

 

 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS are needed for Holy 
Week. If you would like to serve, please take a 
moment to review the schedule posted on the 
atrium bulletin board and sign up OR PLEASE 
CONTACT NANCY in the church office. 
Email: zionlutheranchurchehc@gmail.com 
Call: 609-965-1813  
 
 
 

 

mailto:zionlutheranchurchehc@gmail.com
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   2019 INCOME   2019 EXPENSES   DIFFERENCE  

   This Month   YTD   This Month   YTD   YTD  

Current  $           12,443.36   $      26,849.36   $           12,068.93   $      22,567.66   $        4,281.70  

Restricted  $                388.85   $                748.55   $                332.22   $             1,257.96    

Building Fund  $                513.25   $             1,346.25   $                266.55   $                266.55    

Total  $           13,345.46   $           28,944.16   $           12,667.70   $           24,092.17    

            

   2018 INCOME   2018 EXPENSES   DIFFERENCE  

   This Month   YTD   This Month   YTD   YTD  

Current  $           12,267.70   $      24,008.40   $           11,336.41   $      23,824.73   $           183.67  

Restricted  $                226.50   $             2,468.00   $                324.88   $                837.55    

Building Fund  $                555.50   $                864.50   $                         -     $                 (60.92)   

Total  $           13,049.70   $           27,340.90   $           11,661.29   $           24,601.36    

      

A message from the Treasurer:  
 
Once again, we were able to keep ahead of expenses in February.  As you can see in the report printed above 
our year-to-date income at February 28 was $4,281.70 more than year-to-date expenses.  Great news! 
 
As you know, at certain times it seems like there is one natural disaster after another, and our church has been 
very generous in its financial aid for these disasters.  But it seems we could be taking free will offerings on a 
regular basis to aid these disasters.  Instead of taking up frequent free-will offerings, council has decided to 
form a Helping Fund.  Pew envelopes will be available for you to donate money to a specific cause, or just make 
a general donation.  Then when there is a disaster, we will send money from the Helping Fund to the ELCA 
(through the NJ Synod) for disaster relief.  Pastor, at her discretion, may  also use money from this fund to 
financially assist members of the church or community who are in need.  If you know someone that needs 
financial assistance, you may also donate to this fund and ask that it be disbursed to this person through the 
church.  If you would like more information on the Helping Fund, please see Pastor Kathleen or a member of 
Church Council. 
 
Thank you again for your generous financial support of our church and its ministries.  Everyone should be proud 
of what Zion Lutheran Church accomplishes within our church, in our community, and worldwide. 
 
Janet Shechter, Treasurer  
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.zionlutheranchurch.us 

Zion Lutheran Church  
312 Philadelphia Avenue 
Egg Harbor City, NJ 08215 
(609) 965-1813 
email: zionlutheranchurchehc@gmail.com  

Save the dates!  
Vacation Bible School 

July 8 – July 12  
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.   

Volunteers needed!  
 

OUR NEXT PLANNING MEETING DATE: 
March 31st  at 12:30 p.m. 

Bring your ideas and let us know  
how you would like to help!  

 

 

mailto:zionlutheranchurchehc@gmail.com

